
 

 

 

North-West SCITT 
Curriculum Newsletter  

Edition 2,  

Oct/Nov 2022    

 

October and November are busy months in the world of education. Aside from the usual suspects 

(Halloween, Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day), there are plenty of other events and activities for you  

to tailor your curriculum to, and a wealth of activities you can access too.  

Go on: #inspire #curiosity #understand #respect #grow #learn.    

 

October is Black History Month UK 

www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/ www.ibhm-uk.org     #BHM2022 

 

What is Black History Month UK?  

Black History Month UK began in October 1987, led by Akyaaba 

Sebo, a special projects coordinator of the Ethnic Minorities Unit at 

the Great London Council. He wanted to boost the self-esteem of 

Black British children and young adults by educating them on the 

long history and achievements of Black people living in the UK. 

 

Taking inspiration from Black History Month in the United States, 

the first event was held on 1 October 1987. It has since evolved 

into a national movement recognised by the British government 

and observed throughout the UK.  
 

 

 

 

October is 

International 

Black History 

Month in the 

UK and this 

year's theme 

is 'Sharing 

Journeys' - 

an 

exploration 

of the lives 

and stories of 

the people 

who came to 

Britain in the 

19th and 

20th 

centuries and 

helped lay 

the 

foundations 

of today's 

diverse Black 

British 

Community.  

 

 

“This is a time to 
celebrate and 
remember African 
and Caribbean 
heritage peoples’ 
achievements and 
contributions to the 
British economy, 
culture, and history. 
It is a chance to tell 
the stories of those 
less well-known Black 
Britons who we will 
forget if we don’t 
showcase them.” 

 

The National Literacy Trust (NLT) has a wealth of wonderful resources, 
which encourage teachers to celebrate black history all year round: 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/celebrate-black-history  

http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
http://www.ibhm-uk.org/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/celebrate-black-history


 

 

 
Resources available at: 
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/news/black-
history-month-resource-pack-2022/  

 
 

Books for Topics (a brilliant resource – bookmark it now!)  

has a wonderful list of children’s books here:  
www.booksfortopics.com/post/black-british-history  
 

 

 

Do we really 
need Black 
History Month? 

Some campaigners 
argue against the 
existence and 
usefulness of the 
month as they believe 
it marginalizes UK 
black history and that 
it should, rightly, be 
remembered all year 
round.  

Organisations such as 
The Black 
Curriculum are 
working hard to 
address the lack of 
black British history in 
the UK curriculum 
through campaigning, 
training teachers, and 
delivering black 
history programmes.  

But Black History 
Month UK, like many 
other national and 
international events, 
provides us with an 
opportunity to 
remember individuals 
and events that would 
never be included in a 
racially inclusive 
national curriculum 
and would be 
forgotten to the annals 
of time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended: 

A beautifully told story in picture-book 

format for the youngest readers, it 

explores and celebrates what it means 

to be a British person with Black 

Caribbean heritage, as well as opening 

doors to learning about the impact of 

Operation Windrush and experiences of 

racism. Also available as a CBeebies 

Bedtime Story and as a chapter book for 

older readers.  

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/news/black-history-month-resource-pack-2022/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/news/black-history-month-resource-pack-2022/
http://www.booksfortopics.com/post/black-british-history


 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 2022: 

Reach Out 

 
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2022-reach-out 

The theme of Reach Out came about following consultation with teachers and 

pupils. Teachers and children wanted a theme that empowered them to do 

something positive to counter the harm and hurt that bullying causes. 

Following the success of the campaign in 2021 – when 80% of schools 

marked the week, reaching over 7.5 million children and young people – Anti-

Bullying Week will remind everyone, whether it’s in school, at home, in the 

community or online, let’s reach out and show each other the support we 
need. 

“Bullying affects millions of lives and can leave us feeling 
hopeless. But it doesn’t have to be this way. If we challenge 
it, we can change it. And it starts by reaching out.” 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 

is coordinated In 

England by the Anti-

Bullying Alliance and 

takes place from 14 

to 18 November 

2022. This year’s 
theme is Reach 

Out. The week will 

kick off with Odd 

Socks Day on 

Monday 14th 

November, where 

adults and children 

wear odd socks to 

celebrate what 

makes us all unique. 

Recommended 
Texts: 

 

 

 

 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2022-reach-out


 

 

 

 

BBC Children in Need 
Friday 18th November 2022 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBC Children in Need believes every child should have the chance to thrive and be the best they can be. They 

fund organisations and project workers across the UK, who provide those vital positive relationships that 

children need to help them navigate the challenges in their lives. They support, inspire, and champion children, to 

ensure they can reach their goals. They fund thousands of charities and projects in every corner of the UK, that 

support children and young people to feel and be safer, have improved mental health and wellbeing, form better, 

more positive relationships and be given more equal opportunities to flourish.  

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/


 

 

Road Safety Week  
14-20th November 2022 

https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week/take-part  
International Walk to School Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Safety Week is 

Brake’s biggest annual 

road safety campaign. 

Every year, thousands of 

schools, organisations, and 

communities get involved 

to shout out for our right 

to make safe and healthy 

journeys every day.  

The theme of Road Safety 

Week 2021 is SAFE ROADS 

FOR ALL. Every life on our 

roads matters, and every 

death and injury is 

preventable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Raising the awareness of the health 

and safety benefits of walking to 

school, this campaign runs 

throughout October, with a Walk to 

School Day on the first Wednesday 

of the month. 

https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week/take-part


 

 

Lest we forget … 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Remembrance Sunday, which 

falls on 13th November in 2022, 

is a national opportunity to 

remember the service and 

sacrifice of all those that have 

defended our freedoms and 

protected our way of life. 

 

We remember the Armed 

Forces, and their families, from 

Britain and the Commonwealth, 

the vital role played by the 

emergency services and those 

who have lost their lives 

because of conflict or terrorism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact me if you would 
like a ‘shout out’ about 
something you have been 
doing in your school, or if 
you have a super 
resource/ idea/ link to 
share with your fellow 
trainees … 
nmcloughlin@woodland.l
ancs.sch.uk  

Follow me on Twitter 

@thewildeducator 
for the latest ideas and 

inspiration from the world 
of education. 

 

 

Book suggestions: 

mailto:nmcloughlin@woodland.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:nmcloughlin@woodland.lancs.sch.uk


 

 

 
 
 

 
Why we need to stop 

doing the Romans! Poor Romans! They don’t want to be ‘done’ to. And 
the same applies to Judaism, poetry, volcanos etc. 

Instead, we need to talk about ‘teaching about’ the 

Romans and the other units. Why does this 

matter?  Well, it’s more than semantics. It has 
implications for how we think about planning, 

delivering, and evaluating the curriculum. If we are ‘doing’ as opposed to ‘teaching’ a unit on 
the Romans, then it can sometimes legitimise using 

poor quality resources; not necessarily in every 

case, but there is a real danger of this. When we flip it to ‘teaching about’ we are obliged to pay more attention to the ‘what’ of what we intend to convey 
and then check for whether our pupils have learnt it. 

 

  

 

There is a joke about two men in a bar. One says to his friend ‘I’ve taught my dog to speak French.’ ‘Really?’ says his mate, ‘let’s hear him then.’ ‘I said I taught him; I didn’t say he’d learnt it’ comes the 
response. There is something important in this 

anecdote and it is this: that the fact that I have 

taught something does not mean that my pupils have ‘got’ it. And they are unlikely to have really 
learnt something unless they produce something 

worthwhile with the material they are studying. 

 In the video explaining the rationale for the national 

curriculum, Tim Oates talks about curriculum ‘products’. When he talks about products, he means 
the things which pupils write, say, draw, the low 

stakes tests they complete or the things they make. 

All these provide insights for the teacher into the 

extent to which pupils know, understand, and can 

do something on their own terms. 

 We are more likely to take this measured, 

intentional approach if we start shifting the language from ‘doing’ to ‘teaching’. 

 

https://www.marymyatt.com/blog/why-we-need-

to-stop-doing-the-romans  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-q5vrBXFpm0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.marymyatt.com/blog/why-we-need-to-stop-doing-the-romans
https://www.marymyatt.com/blog/why-we-need-to-stop-doing-the-romans

